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SUMMER SAILSTICE NOW ACCEPTING team ENTRIES FOR 
“Build a Boat” COMPETITION June 18

Yacht Clubs, BOAT YARDS, maritime vendors, sailing enthusiasts encouraged to Build, Launch and Sail A $150 diy creation 
 
ALAMEDA, CALIFORNIA (May 27, 2011) – Sailors around the world are making plans to celebrate the sailing lifestyle by getting out on the water for Summer Sailstice, Saturday, June 18 at Encinal and Oakland Yacht Clubs in Alameda; some will even compete in the 4th annual “Build a Boat” competition. “We have returning teams and we’re opening a few spots to new contenders wishing to compete in this year’s rollicking DIY challenge,” said John Arndt, founder of Summer Sailstice and Latitude 38 associate publisher. “Local boat yards, shipwrights, sailing fans and yacht club members with construction skills are encouraged to join the fun!”

Build a Boat Rules and Regulations
Six teams of three people each will work side-by-side for approximately seven hours to build their boats at the festival, then race their craft over a brief course in the Oakland Estuary. Boats may be rowed or sailed. Construction materials are limited to a value of $150 or less, and may include wood, plywood, recycled materials. Teams will be reimbursed construction costs up to $150 and may bring and use two power tools. 

“I encourage sailing enthusiasts to drum up a little intra-yacht club competition and challenge their neighbors to put together a team, then submit a design for consideration,” said Ariane Paul, coordinator of the Build a Boat competition. “The construction zone becomes a major entertainment center as fans, peers and onlookers track progress, cheer and applaud as the boats hit the water and race to the finish line. We’re looking for another year of friendly rivalry, creative floating and sleek DIY design. If you’re handy with tools and wood and like working on boats, this is the competition for you.” 

Cree Partridge from Berkeley Marine Center, a co-sponsor for the fourth year, said, “I think it’s just absolutely fabulous there’s been such an increase in the number of teams. Everybody has a great time doing this. Probably the most fun is actually building the boats. So many people enjoy watching--some with disbelief that the boats actually get completed in time. It’s an absolute blast.”

Carl Cramer, WoodenBoat magazine and co-sponsor for the fourth year, added, "Boat building with kids is a very important mission for us all at WoodenBoat. We love the program in San Francisco.” 

Kent Stacy, West Marine, said, “In the last few years we’ve seen the excessive fun builders have doing this competition and we said we had to enter this contest too!”
Contest Judging
The winning entry will be determined by an overall vote count from the judges plus vote count from all members of the teams. Judging criteria shall be based on: 

· design

· construction completion by deadline

· viability in the water (finishing race without sinking). 

To enter, submit an advance description of boat design plans, plus intended materials, by Monday, June 13 to arianepaul@yahoo.com, (415) 806-2299. Build a Boat contest sponsors include WoodenBoat magazine and the Berkeley Marine Center. 

Call For Volunteers
Not able to build a boat but want to be part of the fun? The Summer Sailstice committee needs volunteers. Contact summersailstice@encinal.org.

 

Summer Sailstice Details
Summer Sailstice 2011, a free event for families and the sailing community
Saturday, June 18, 2011
Encinal Yacht Club, 1251 Pacific Marina, Alameda, CA  94501
Map: http://bit.ly/i9gu9R
10am – 8pm
Entertainment, educational seminars, family sailing, photo scavenger hunt
Annual “Build a Boat” competition
Food and beverage booths
Free auto parking
 

Summer Sailstice originated in the Bay Area by Latitude 38 associate publisher John Arndt. The event marks its 11th year with a family-friendly free celebration of sailing. Activities include educational seminars, sailing demonstrations, a boat building competition, photo scavenger hunt, sailboat rides for families, entertainment, plus several food and beverage vendors. 

In 2010, Summer Sailstice revelers in 50 U.S. states and 47 countries participated in everything from ocean racing regattas, social sails on a lake and family picnics aboard a rowboat, to philanthropic events with organizations such as Bay Area Association of Disabled Sailors (BAADS) and Heart of Sailing that takes disadvantaged children out on the water. A portion of the proceeds raised at the Bay Area Summer Sailstice will benefit the Encinal Sailing Foundation. For the third year in a row, Summer Sailstice will also team with and promote Sailors for the Sea, a nonprofit organization that educates and empowers the global boating community in protecting and restoring ocean and coastal waters.  

Underwriting for Summer Sailstice events held around the world comes from generous donations offered by vendors including Footloose Sailing Vacations, Hunter Marine, West Marine, Hobie, Berkeley Marine Center, Offshore Sailing, Harken, WoodenBoat magazine and more. www.summersailstice.com
 

About Summer Sailstice
Summer Sailstice is the global sailing holiday celebrated on the weekend closest to the summer solstice.  An international event founded in 2001, Summer Sailstice connects the global sailing community in fun, educational, immersive, multi-location holiday celebrations.  Each year, more than 17,000 sailors around the world participate—cruisers, racers and recreational—to celebrate and showcase life under sail.  Celebrating its 11th year, Summer Sailstice events are held in Asia, throughout the Americas, and across Europe.  

www.SummerSailstice.com
San Francisco Bay Area: www.summersailstice.com/358/
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