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SUMMER SAILSTICE CELEBRATION OF SAILING MARKS 11TH YEAR
JUNE 18 AT ENCINAL YACHT CLUB IN ALAMEDA

FREE EVENT FOR FAMILIES AND SAILING ENTHUSIASTS
 
ALAMEDA, CALIFORNIA (April 19, 2011) – Sailors around the world are making plans to celebrate the sailing lifestyle by getting out on the water for Summer Sailstice, Saturday, June 18--the weekend closest to the summer solstice.  Started in the Bay Area by Latitude 38 associate publisher John Arndt, Summer Sailstice marks its 11th year with a family-friendly celebration of sailing co-hosted by Encinal and Oakland Yacht Clubs in Alameda.  The Bay Area is invited to attend this free full day event.  Activities include educational seminars, sailing demonstrations, a boat building competition, sailboat rides for families, entertainment, plus several food and beverage vendors.
 
Support From a Global Community
In 2010, Summer Sailstice revelers in 50 U.S. states and 47 countries participated in everything from ocean racing regattas, social sails on a lake and family picnics aboard a rowboat, to philanthropic events with organizations such as Bay Area Association of Disabled Sailors (BAADS) and Heart of Sailing that takes disadvantaged children out on the water.  Read about 2010 events: http://summersailstice.com/articles/tales/2010/
 
A portion of the proceeds raised at the Bay Area Summer Sailstice will benefit the Encinal Sailing Foundation, whose primary focus is educational and instructional programs for Bay Area youth.  For the third year in a row, Summer Sailstice will also team with and promote Sailors for the Sea, a nonprofit organization that educates and empowers the global boating community in protecting and restoring ocean and coastal waters.  “Sailors have a natural affinity and concern for waterways.  We’re honored to help at both local and global levels,” said Arndt.  “To aid Sailors for the Sea, we’re encouraging the maritime community to donate a monetary pledge for each mile sailed over the Summer Sailstice weekend.”
 
Each year underwriting and sponsorship for this, and the many Summer Sailstice events held around the world, comes from generous donations offered by vendors such as Footloose Sailing Vacations, Hunter Marine, West Marine, Hobie, Offshore Sailing, Harken, Woodenboat and more.  Said Arndt, “The sailing community truly pulls together to support and encourage this special weekend.  Companies donate hundreds of prizes every year that are given away to guests who come out.”
 
Details
Summer Sailstice 2011, a free event for families and the sailing community
Saturday, June 18, 2011
Encinal Yacht Club, 1251 Pacific Marina, Alameda, CA  94501
Map: http://bit.ly/i9gu9R
10am – 8pm
Entertainment, educational seminars, family sailing
Annual “Build a Boat” competition
Food and beverage booths
Free auto parking
 
The Summer Sailstice holiday invites enthusiasts around the world to hoist their sails and connect with one another, whether on or near the water, to celebrate the freedom and joys of sailing.  To learn more or participate in Summer Sailstice, visit www.summersailstice.com
 
About Summer Sailstice
Summer Sailstice is the global sailing holiday celebrated on the weekend closest to the summer solstice.  An international event founded in 2001, Summer Sailstice connects the global sailing community in fun, educational, immersive, multi-location holiday celebrations.  Each year, more than 17,000 sailors around the world participate—cruisers, racers and recreational—to celebrate and showcase life under sail.  Celebrating its 11th year, Summer Sailstice events are held in Asia, throughout the Americas, and across Europe.  
www.SummerSailstice.com
San Francisco Bay Area: www.summersailstice.com/358/
 
About Encinal Yacht Club
Established in 1890, Encinal is a family friendly club with an appeal and range of activities for all ages.  The club’s mission is to foster and encourage a love of yachting and racing, aquatic and other sports, and to promote the health and pleasure of our members through social interaction.  http://www.encinal.org

About Oakland Yacht Club 
Established in 1913, the Oakland Yacht Club has three goals: to foster the sport of yachting and encourage both power and sail boat racing in the Bay Area; to improve boating conditions, laws, regulations and boat handling skills; to bring people together in the interest of boating and associated social functions.  www.oaklandyachtclub.com

About Encinal Sailing Foundation
Founded in 1992, Encinal Sailing Foundation is a nonprofit 501(c)(3) charity organization dedicated to promoting the sport of sailing through educational and instructional programs with an emphasis on Bay Area youths.  For more information contact Mike Gorman at 510-457-6552 or MrMike1230@aol.com

About Sailors for the Sea
Founded in 2004, Sailors for the Sea is a nonprofit organization that educates and empowers the boating community to protect oceans and local waters.  www.sailorsforthesea.org
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